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Message Text 


1 . ON MARCH 29 EMBOFF MET WITH SAMIR SANBAR, SPOKESMAN 
FOR U.N. IN BEIRUT. SANBAR, WHO HAS HAD FREQUENT 
CONTACT WITH ARAFAT AND WHO PARTICIPATED IN ERSKINE’S 
MARCH 28 MEETING WITH ARAFAT. BELIEVED THAT FATAH WOULD TRY 
TO MAINTAIN A CEASE-FIRE IN SOUTH LEBANON "FOR THE TIME BEING." 


2. SANBAR ACKNOWLEDGED THAT NEITHER ARAFAT NOR WAFA HAD 
UNEQUIVOCALLY ENDORSED A CEASE-FIRE IN PUBLIC. HE SAID, 
HOWEVER, THAT ARAFAT COULD NEVER DO SO BECAUSE OF POLITICAL 
RESTRAINTS WITHIN THE PALESTINIAN MOVEMENT. SANBAR 
NEVERTHELESS BELIEVED THAT ARAFAT AND FATAH WOULD IN 
FACT WORK FOR A CEASE-FIRE. SANBAR BELIEVED THAT 
SALAH KHALAF'S STATEMENT THAT THE PLO WOULD FIGHT 
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ON WAS ONLY A WARNING THAT FATAH WOULD RESUME FIGHTING 
IF IT FELT IT WAS BEING TAKEN IN BY THE CEASE-FIRE. 


3. SANBAR LISTED THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS WHICH WOULD 
LEAD ARAFAT TO CONTINUE TO WORK TOWARDS A CEASE-FIRE: 


ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL; 
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TREATING ARAFAT AS A STATESMAN AND AS A MAN OF 
IMPORTANCE. (SANBAR SAID THIS WAS VERY IMPORTANT.) 

TREATING THE PLO AS ONE OF THE PARTIES TO THE 
CEASE-FIRE. 

4. SANBAR SAID THAT ARAFAT GENUINELY FEARED THAT THE 
ISRAELIS WOULD USE THE U.N. TO ACCOMPLISH GOALS THAT 
THEY HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO, E.G., THE OCCUPATION OF 
TYRE AND HASBAYA. FOR THIS REASON, U.N. OFFICIALS 

IN THEIR MEETING WITH ARAFAT HAD GONE TO GREAT LENGTHS TO 
ASSURE HIM THAT UNIFIL WAS A NEUTRAL PEACEKEEPING FORCE, 
NOT ONE WHICH WOULD "SEARCH AND DESTROY" PALESTINIANS. 

5. TURNING TO UNIFIL DEPLOYMENTS ANBAR ALSO NOTED 
THE FOLLOWING: 

ON MARCH 25 SIXTEEN NORWEGIANS ARRIVED, AND ON 
MARCH 28 FORTY-THREE ARRIVED. THE NORWEGIAN FORCE 
WOULD TOTAL 750 PEOPLE, AND THE BULK WERE EXPECTED TO 
ARRIVE ON APRIL 1-2. 

SEVENTY-TWO FRENCH ARRIVED ON MARCH 29, AND 
A FRENCH BOAT BRINGING SUPPLIES WAS EXPECTED BY 
MARCH 30. NEPAL, BOLIVIA AND SENEGAL HAD PROMISED TO 
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SEND CONTINGENTS. ALL THREE. HOWEVER, SEEMED HESITANT 
TO ACTUALLY DO SO, UNTIL THERE WAS AN EFFECTIVE CEASE-FIRE. 
PARKER 
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